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What has changed:

• Changes to the application and federal methodology

• Reduced the number of questions

• The application is role-based and each person that needs to complete a section of 

the FAFSA will be considered a Contributor

• Consent is required for Direct Data Exchange (DDX) between the Department of 

Education and the IRS

• Multiple siblings in college will not be used to determine financial need

• The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) will be replaced with the term Student 

Aid Index, SAI. 
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Contributor
• The application is now role-based and each person that needs to complete a 

section of the FAFSA will be considered a Contributor 

⚬ The Student will invite someone else to contribute to their FAFSA - i.e

parent

⚬ All contributors will need a FSA ID. Even those without a Social Security 

Number.

• The student will only complete the student section of the FAFSA

• The contributor will only complete their section of the FAFSA



Account Username & Password (FSA ID)

Must be set up prior to 

starting the 2025-2026 FAFSA 

Ideally, set up the FSA ID at 

least 7 days before filing the 

FAFSA

Set up at studentaid.gov > 

Create Account



Account Username
& Password (FSA ID)

If no SSN, the contributor will check here



Account Username & Password (FSA ID)
Since verification will not be 

completed with Social Security 

Administration, contributors will 

need to verify their identity another 

way:

• Answering knowledge based 

questions created through a 

partnership with TransUnion

- OR -

• Contact Federal Student Aid 

Information Center, FSAIC, and 

provide identity verification 

documents



Consent -
Required by student and all contributors 



Consent = Direct Data Exchange - IRS
Allows for an individual’s federal tax 

information (FTI) to be directly 

transferred from the IRS to the FAFSA

Consent is required by all 

contributors on FAFSA

Eliminates manual entry of tax and 

income information

Note: Some students and contributors 

will still need to manually enter tax 

information



Who needs to provide consent?
For a Dependent Student

If parents are married AND filed a joint tax return with current spouse 

Only 1 parent provides consent 

If parents are married AND filed separate tax returns

Both parents provide consent

If parents are unmarried BUT live together

Both parents provide consent

If parent(s) did not file a tax return

Both parents provide consent



Dependency Status
To be classified as an independent student for the 2025–2026 award year, the student must

answer “YES” to one of the following:

• Born before Jan. 1, 2002

• Married (and not separated)

• A graduate or professional student

• A member of the armed forces on active duty 

• A veteran of the armed forces 

• Someone with dependent children or legal dependents other than a spouse 

• An orphan 

• A ward of the court 

• A current or former foster youth 

• An emancipated minor 

• In a legal guardianship

• Is unaccompanied and homeless or self-supporting and at risk of being homeless





Scenario: Student is 
considered Dependent but 
cannot provide parent 
information because
Parent refuses to complete 
the FAFSA  
-OR-
Parent is no longer providing 
financial support

Students who are considered Dependent but do not have an Unusual 
Circumstance



• Parents who live together – Income and assets for both parents are reported

• Divorced or separated parents – Income and assets for parent who provides the greater

portion of the student's financial support during the 12 months immediately prior to filing the

FAFSA even if the student does not live with that parent or lives with the other parent.

• If neither parent provided support in the 12-month period, the parent of record is the parent

who provided the greater portion of support during the most recent year that the student

received financial support from a parent.

• Remarried parents – Income and assets for parent and parent’s spouse are reported – if

married at time of application.

• Single parent who is not divorced or separated - Income and assets for the single parent is

reported

Parent Marital Status 



Parent Wizard Tool - Example 1
Student will be asked 

questions  to help determine 

which parent to report on 

the FAFSA

In this example - student is 

instructed to provide 

information for both parents



Parent Wizard Tool - Example 2

In this example - student is instructed 

to provide information for parent and 

step-parent

Notifies student that they can invite 

parent and step-parent to complete 

their section of the FAFSA



Parent Wizard Tool - Example 3

In this example - student is 

instructed to provide 

information for one (1) parent

Notifies student that they can 

invite their parent to 

complete their section of the 

FAFSA



• The student will invite the parent to complete their section of the FAFSA

• If parents do not have a SSN, student will enter mailing address for parent

• All information must match parent’s information in their FSA ID - except for 

the email



Student Section Completed

Application is not 

considered  

complete until all 

contributors have 

completed their 

sections 



Communication 

Contributor receives

AFTER invite is sent

Provides information 

as to why contributor 

is being invited



Contributor Invitation
If no invitation shows up -

make sure  information on 

invitation matches 

information on contributor’s 

FSA ID

Student can log back into 

their FAFSA and update the 

information on the invitation 



Marital Status

Marital Status is at 

time of application. 

Contributor answers 

this question



Family Size - Based on number of 

number of individuals claimed on 

Federal Tax Return.  This can be 

updated if family size is now 

different.

*NEW* If student/parent and/or 

spouse is pregnant, the unborn 

child is not counted in the family 

size.

Contributor answers this question

Family Size



Number in College - Question is still asked but number in college will no longer affect financial 

need.  Contributor answers this question.

Number in College



If joint tax filed, other parent 

information will need to be entered.  

This is not inviting the other parent

Note: There are some instances 

where the other parent will need to 

be invited to complete their own 

individual section

Other parent information



Child Support - Total amount 

received for the last completed 

calendar year

Example 1:

If completing FAFSA December 

2024, then report child support for 

2023

Example 2:

If completing FASA January 2025, 

then report child support for 2024



Investments/Assets
• Cash, saving, checking, time deposits, and money market funds

• New worth of investments, including real estate, rental property (includes a unit within a 

family home that has its own entrance, kitchen, and bath rented to someone other than a 

family member),

⚬ Trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money market funds, mutual funds, 

certificates of deposit, stocks, stock options, bonds, other securities, installment and 

land sale contracts (including mortgages held), commodities, etc. 

⚬ Qualified educational benefits or education savings accounts (e.g., Coverdell savings 

accounts, 529 college savings plans and the refund value of 529 prepaid tuition 

plans). 

⚬ Report refund value for ALL 529 plans that the parent owns

⚬ Bitcoin

• Net worth of business and/or farm

⚬ All businesses - no longer minimum 100 employees 



When completed -

contributor will only 

see their information.  

Contributor will not 

be able to view the 

student 

section/answers





What we have learned from 2024-2025

o Make sure each person sets up their own FSA ID

o Make sure name, SSN and date of birth are correct

o Name must match name on Social Security Card

o When Inviting the parent, make sure all information matches with 

information for the parent’s FSA ID:

o Parent’s Name - make sure no space after first or last name

o Parent’s Date of Birth

o If no SSN, make sure address also matches

o Be patient

o Attend FAFSA Completion Session for assistance in completing the FAFSA



What can 
you do 
today?

•Student set up their FSA ID online at 
studentaid.gov

•Determine who will be the contributors

•Have the contributor(s) set up their FSA ID 
online at studentaid.gov
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Resources
studentaid.gov

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid, FAFSA

• Creating your FSA ID

studentaid.gov/aid-estimator

• Federal Student Aid Estimator

youtube.com/@FSAOutreach

• 2024-2025 FAFSA Prototype Preview - Dependent

• How to prepare for the 2024-2025 FAFSA Form

studentportal.isac.org/en/alternativeapp

• Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid



Questions


